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IBPS RECRUITMENT 2015 GENERAL ENGLISH SAMPLE PAPER 

 

 

Directions (1 - 5) : Read each sentence to find out whether there is any grammatical error or idiomatic error in it. The 
error, if any, will be in one part of the sentence. The letter of that part is the answer. If there is No error, the answer is 
(5). (Ignore errors of punctuation, if any.) 
1. Some genuine issues exist (I) /with the newly adopted (2)/ System and needs to (3) / be examined seriously. (4) / 
No error (5) 
Ans. (3) 
2. Whether or not to confront (1) / them about their role (2) / in the matter is a decision (3) / whieh is yet to take (4) No 
error (5) 
Ans. (4) 
3. The government is still in the (1)/ process of finalised new policy (2) / guidelines for the allocation of land (3)/to 
private sector organisations. (4) / No error (5) 
Ans. (2) 
4. According to government estimates (1) / at least four million tonnes of sugar (2) / will have to be imported (3) / this 
year because of a poor monsoon. (4) / No error (5) 
Ans. (5) 
5. In our experience people usually (1) / value things that they have to (2) pay off more than those that (3) / they 
receive free of cost. (4) / No error (5) 
Ans. (3) 
Directions (6 - 8): Choose the word/group of words which is most similar in meaning to the word/group of words 
printed in bold as used in the passage. 
6. HUMBLE 
(1) elegant (2) polite (3) modest (4) real (5) vast 
Ans. (3) 
7. SEEK 
(1) hunt for (2) watch for (3) mention (4) ask for (5) force 
Ans. (4) 
8. GO 
(1) report (2) live (3) send  (4) leave (5) depart 
Ans. (2) 
Directions (9 - 10): Choose the word/group of words which is most opposite in meaning to the word/group of words 
printed in bold as used in the passage. 
9.   HANDSOMELY 
(1)  meagerly (2)  tidily (3)  ugly (4)  raggedly 
(5)  plenty 
Ans. (1) 
10.   CONTINUED 
(1)  remanded (2)  presented (3)  rested (4)  carried on 
(5) stopped 
Ans. (5) 
Directions (Qs. 11 – 20): Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below it. Certain 
words have been printed in bold to help you to locate them while answering some of the questions. 
The hungry jackal was deserted. It was late afternoon and he had not eaten a square meal since two days. Feeling 
tired, he finally managed to reach the adjacent town. By this time, it was right. 
“I hope, I’ll get some food here,” the jackal thought, as he roamed the streets like a vagabond. The jackal was scared 
of men and dogs but he was too hungry to care about this aspect. 
Suddenly, the jackal heard the barking of dogs. Taken aback, he started running at his full speed. The dogs appeared 
to come closer and closer. Finally, the dogs came very close to him. The jackal saw himself in front of a house. Seeing 
the gate open, he rushed inside. He could not notice a large tub of blue dye lying there. The jackal fell into the tub with 
a splash. When the dogs arrived at the dyer’s house, they failed to see the jackal hiding in the tub. So, they went away 
After some time, the jackal quietly stepped out of the tub. “Thank God!”, he said. 
Suddenly he noticed that his body had become blue. This was shocking. “Why have I turned all blue? What should I do 
now?” he wondered as he ran back to the forest. 
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All the animals were filled with fear on seeing this jackal. “What a strange creature! Is it real or is it a spirit?” they ques-
tioned one another, looked askew and ran away. 
The jackal was quick to realise that the animals were afraid of him now. “They don’t realise that I am the same ordinary 
jackal”, he thought. 
He decided to make the most of the new atmosphere. At once, he designed a clever plan. Audaciously, he raised his 
voice and shouted, “Don’t be afraid of me. Come here and listen to me, everybody.” 
The animals stopped and slowly came near him, trembling with fear. The jackal ascended a big rock and looked at the 
animals around him. 
The old bear was the foremost to dare to speak. “Who are you?” he asked. The jackal said, “I am your king. God has 
sent me here as his representative to look after you. So, do not be afraid.” 
The animals were satiable. They bowed their heads and begged forgiveness. They asked, “what can we do for you?” 
The jackal was all bubbling that his plan had worked. He said, “you just have to look after my needs. Bring me good 
food to eat, everyday.” 
The animals were eager to please him. From that day, the blue jackal lived a comfortable life. 
11. When did the jackal reach the town? 
(1) In the afternoon (2) On the 3rd day (3) Late in the afternoon  
(4) In the evening  (5) At night 
Ans. (5) 
12. What was the jackal scared of? 
(1) animals in the jungle (2) the lion  (3) hunger (4) dogs 
(5) men and dogs 
Ans. (5) 
13. Where did the jackal reach, on being chased by dogs? 
(1) In a house (2) In the forest (3) In a dyer’s house (4) In a city 
(5) Inside a gate 
Ans. (3) 
14. Why did the dogs go away? 
(1) They suddenly became scared of the jackal’s new look (2) They were afraid of the dyer 
(3) They were afraid of men (4) They lost sight of the jackal 
(5) None of these 
Ans. (4) 
15. When the jackal reached the jungle/forest, why did all the animals run away from him? 
(1) Blue colour scared them (2) They were afraid of spirits 
(3) The jackal’s looks were strange (4) They feared all new animals 
(5) The jackal was very hungry 
Ans. (3) 
16. According to the jackal, what reason was propounded by him to be there in the forest? 
(1) The jackal was afraid of the city’s men and dogs 
(2) The jackal wanted to eat good food (3) To be their king 
(4) To scare them (5) To look after them 
Ans. (5) 
17. Which of the following is TRUE about the jackal? 
(1) On being chased by forest animals, the jackal ran away to the town 
(2) The jackal roamed the streets like a king 
(3) The jackal fell into the tub to get himself dyed in blue 
(4) The jackal planned to go to the town for a new look 
(5) The jackal was very hungry 
Ans. (5) 
18. Which of the following is NOT TRUE about the forest animals? 
(1) The old bear was the first one to speak to the blue jackal 
(2) The animals became suspicious of the blue jackal 
(3) The animals were ready to look after the jackal’s needs 
(4) On seeing the blue jackal the animals began to run away 
(5) None of these 
Ans. (2) 
19. Why did the jackal decide to fool other animals? 
(1) Because the animals were afraid of him (2) Because he had gained special powers from God 



 

http://www.pappulal.com/practice-papers/index.html  Page 4 of 5 
 

(3) Because he was their king (4) Because the animals had sent him out of the jungle 
(5) Because he realised that his new appearance made the animals scared 
Ans. (5) 
20. Which of the following events is not in the chronological order as given in the passage: 
(1) The jackal reached the town (2) The jackal satisfied his hunger 
(3) The jackal fell into a tub full of dye/colour (4) The coloured jackal returned to the jungle 
(5) The jackal proclaimed himself as the new king. 
Ans. (2) 
Directions (21 - 30): In the following passage there are blanks, each of which has been numbered. These numbers 
are printed below the passage and against each, five words are suggested, one of which fits the blank appropriately. 
Find out the appropriate word in each case. 
One day a father of a very wealthy family (21) his son on a trip to the country with the purpose of (22) his son how the 
poor people live so he could be thankful for his wealth. They spent a (23) of days and nights on the farm of what would 
be considered a (24) poor family. On their (25) from their trip, the father asked his son, "How was the trip ?" "It was 
great, Dad." "Did you see how poor people can be ?" the father asked. "Oh yeah" said the son. "So what did you (26) 
from the trip ?" asked the father. The son answered, "1 saw that we have one dog and they had four. We have a pool 
that (27) to the middle of our garden and they have a creek that has no end." "We have imported lanterns in our gar-
den and they have the stars at night." . "Our patio reaches to the front yard and they have the (28) horizon" "We have 
a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go beyond our sight." "We have (29) who serve us, but they 
serve others." "We buy our food, but they grow theirs." "We have walls around our (30) to protect us; they have friends 
to protect them." With this the boy's father was speechless. Then his son added, Thanks dad for showing me how poor 
we are." 
21.   (1) mould (2) showed (3) took (4) beat (5) drag 
Ans. (3) 
22.   (1) trusting (2) showing (3) presenting (4) request (5) tell 
Ans. (2) 
23.   (1) few (2) many (3) two (4) couple (5) much 
Ans. (4) 
24.    (1) very (2) astutely (3) major (4) some (5) sorrow 
Ans. (1) 
25.   (1) return (2)  walking (3)  lane (4) journey (5)  leave 
Ans. (1) 
26.   (1) believe (2) learn (3) reveal (4) think (5) saw 
Ans. (2) 
27.   (1) leak (2) watery (3) stands (4) reaches (5) swims 
Ans. (4) 
28.    (1) last (2) lucky (3) more (4) scene (5) whole 
Ans. (5) 
29.   (1) relatives (2) man (3) servants (4) mother (5) computers 
Ans. (3) 
30.   (1) pillars (2) country (3) minds (4) selves (5) property 
Ans. (4) 
Directions (31 – 35) : Rearrange the following six sentences (A), (B). (C), (D), (E) and (F) in the proper sequence to 
form a meaningful paragraph; then answer the questions given below them. 
(A) The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he could build just one more house as a personal 
favour. 
(B)  It was an unfortunate way to end a dedicated career. 
(C)  He told his employer - contractor of his plans to leave the house - building business to live a more leisurely life 
with his wife and enjoy his extended family. 
(D) An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. 
(E)  He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used inferior materials. 
(F) The carpenter said yes, but over time it was easy to see that his heart was not in his work. 
31.  Which of the following should be the THIRD sentence after rearrangement? 
(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5)E 
Ans. (1) 
32.  Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence after rearrangement ? 
(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) E 
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Ans. (4) 

33. Which of the following should be the LAST (SIXTH) sentence after rearrangement ? 
(1) A (2) B (3) D (4) E (5) F 
Ans. (2) 
34. Which of the following should be the SECOND sentence after rearrangement ? 
(1) A (2) B (3) C (4) D (5) F 
Ans. (3) 
35.  Which of the following should be the FOURTH sentence after rearrangement ? 
(1) B (2) C (3) D (4) E (5) F 
Ans. (5) 
Directions (36 - 40): Which of the phrases (1), (2), (3) and (4) given below each sentence should replace the phrase 
printed in bold in the sentence to make it grammatically correct? If the sentence is correct as it is given and no 
correction is required, mark (5) as the answer. 
36.   He told his employer of his plans to leave the business to lead a more leisure life. 
(1)  more leisurely life (2)  many leisurely life (3)  many leisured life (4)  more leisurely live 
(5)  No correction required 
Ans. (1) 
37.   All she could think about was the beautiful dress and how she could earn enough money to buy it. 
(1) All she can think (2) All she could thought (3) All she can thought (4) All she can thinking 
(5)  No correction required 
Ans. (5) 
38.   A young and successful executive was travelling down a neighbourhood street, going a bit to fast in his new car. 
(1)  a bit too fastly (2)  a bit as fast (3)  a bit to fastly (4)  a bit too fast 
(5)  No correction required 
Ans. (4) 
39.   Padma could convince anyone with her talks as she had the gift of the gabbing. 
(1)  gifting of the gabbing (2)  gift of the gab (3)  gifting of the gab 
(4)  gift off the gab  (5)  No correction required 
Ans. (2) 
40.   For countries undergoing a recession, large cuts in public spending seerri to be the ordering of the day. 
(D being ordering of days (2)  being the order of the day 
(3)  be the order of the day (4)  being the ordering of days 
(5)  No correction required 
Ans. (3) 
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